Hunger Action Budget Alert

Please call Assembly member Keith Wright, (518 455-4793 Albany) - Chair of the Joint Conference Committee on Labor and Human Services:

Key message: Don't delay the welfare grant hike. Thank you for opposing full family sanctions for welfare participants.  Please increase funding for jobs programs for welfare participants. Make the wealthy pay their fair share of taxes.

Additional message. Help free up child care slots by suspending work requirements for welfare families with children under the age of 2. Raise the state minimum wage to $10 an hour. Instead of giving the $14 billion from the stock transfer tax to Wall Street speculators, use it to create 500,000 public community jobs.
You can also call Assemblymember Michele Titus (518-455-5668), the new chair of the Assembly Social Services Committee, and Assemblymember Speaker Sheldon Silver. (518 455-3791)
Background: The Joint Conferences were set up to negotiate the differences between the Assembly and Senate budget resolutions adopted on March 15th. The final budget is due April 1st. 

Welfare grant. Two years ago, As. Wright helped lead the fight to get state lawmakers, after 19 years of inaction,  to finally raise the basic welfare grant. The combined grant, including the shelter allowance, had fallen to well below 50% of the federal poverty level.  Lawmakers agreed to raise the basic grant to give a family of 3 an extra $1 a day for each of the next three years. This amount to a 10% annual increase for three years in the basic grant. (It was $291 a month for a family of three.) Gov. Cuomo wants to delay the third year of the hike for a full year. The Senate Republicans want to cut the grant by 11%. The Assembly Democrats proposed delaying it for six months. (You may want to thank the Assembly for fighting to cut the delay - but urge them to go even further.)

Full Family Sanctions. Cuomo has proposed imposing full family sanctions for welfare. Right now, if DSS / HRA determines that someone has violated a welfare rule, they suspend the adult for a certain period of time but allow the children to continue to receive benefits so they are less likely to become homeless. Cuomo wants to suspend the full family, which would hurt children. Often when adults are sanctioned it is due to mistakes made by the welfare district; clients almost always win when they take a fair hearing. The Assembly voted to oppose full family sanctions, as they did every year when Gov. Pataki proposed it.

Jobs. Two years ago state lawmakers provided $70 million plus for jobs for low-income New Yorkers (e.g., transitional, health care, green), including $30 million for summer youth employment. Governor Cuomo is proposing to eliminate all funding for such jobs programs. The Assembly has proposed $5.2 million for wage subsidy programs and $15.5 million for summer youth employment; the Senate supported $10 million for summer youth. We want $100 million - using part of the $960 million of federal welfare dollars that the state sends to the counties /NYC, largely for fiscal relief.

We would also use the $14 billion from the stock transfer tax to fund a WPA style program from the Great Depression to fund 500,000 community jobs in NYS, paying between $14 to $18 an hour. Provide a job to everyone who needs it.

Child care. Government funding for child care falls at least 40,000 slots below what is needed. The Governor's proposed budget would result in the loss of 16,000 child care slots in NYC. One way the state could reduce the problem is by not imposing work requirements on TANF participants who have toddlers, as California recently did for children under 2. Such a move would free up child care slots and allow women who already have jobs to keep them. 
Taxes. The big fight is over whether or not to keep the so-called Millionaires tax, which is set to expire on Dec. 31 and raises about $4.6 billion a year. The Senate and Governor oppose. The Assembly has proposed raising the threshold from $300,000 for a household to one million. This wouldn't even raise $800 million for this year's budget (since the extension only impacts 3 months in the current budget). With a $9 billion deficit caused by excessive tax cuts and Wall St. greed, the wealthy should pay a much higher share, including stopping the rebate of the $14 billion from the stock sales tax.

Minimum Wage. The minimum wage is a poverty wage. Raising it to $10 an hour for NY would restore its purchasing power of 30 years ago. 67% of Americans support increasing the minimum wage from $7.25 an hour to $10.00 an hour.
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